With the advance of the information society, a variety of information systems have been built and operated, and the importance of information systems in real-world society becoming every greater. Therefore, in order to solve real-world problems, there is a strong need to share analysis of problems for building effective information systems; new theories and modeling techniques relating to system design, construction, and operation; research results on practical innovations made when building information systems; and findings obtained through new applications of information systems. Since 2005, the Special Interest Group on Information Systems (SIG-IS), has planned a special issue of papers on information systems every year, and selected quality papers for publication in order to contribute to the dissemination of and awareness-raising about information systems.
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As with previous special issues, we have invited papers with a wide range of subjects for this special issue, including: theory and practice regarding the analysis, design, construction, operation, and use of information systems; interrelations between information systems and people, organizations, and society; knowledge obtained from system development in various organizations; and proposals for new information systems which recognize information needs.
There were 17 papers submitted, a lower number than originally expected, but they covered a variety of application areas. We intended to have an acceptance rate of 50%, but with seven published papers, the actual figure came in below the target at 41%. Nevertheless, I believe we were able to publish papers of sufficient quality.
The selected papers all cover important aspects of information systems in our information society, with topics ranging from examples of development of information systems for medicine and sports, to analysis of the characteristics of IoT malware. We were able to select a wide range of papers in accordance with our original aims.
Papers on information systems cover an extremely broad range of subject matter, and partly for that reason, it is difficult to evaluate the effectiveness of papers and ensure their accuracy. As one attempt to deal with such issues, the SIG-IS has released guidelines for quantitative and qualitative evaluation indicating techniques for evaluating effectiveness of information systems. In this special issue, we strived for uniformity in peer review standards by asking reviewers to read these documents as part of their fukada@res.otaru-uc.ac.jp review of qualitative research papers. In addition, the SIG-IS is working to improve the quality and quantity of submitted papers by, for example, planning Q&A sessions that are a little longer at meetings to present research, with the intention of also promoting submission to the special issue.
This time too, many case studies of development were submitted, but paper effectiveness is not always described based on a proper quantitative and qualitative evaluation, and going forward, we would like to continue examining approaches enabling more accessible learning of quantitative and qualitative evaluation methods for papers on information systems. We also expect these activities to contribute to the development of information systems.
Finally, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to the journal editorial committee which provided the opportunity for this special issue, the special issue editorial committee which carried out careful review in a short review period, all of the reviewers, and the person's in charge at the IPSJ who provided various types of support including schedule management.
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